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President's Message 
 

I was on my way home from a dinner meeting on 
March 10th and I heard on the radio that there had 
been a massive earthquake off the coast of Japan which 
registered 8.9 on the Richter scale.  Due to the size of 
the earthquake, Hawaii was placed on alert for a 
possible tsunami.  I immediately pulled into Times 
Supermarket in Aiea to get bottled water and other 

supplies.  As the evening progressed, things got worse and many eyes in 
the State of Hawaii were glued to the television set as we witnessed the 
devastation in Japan.  We sat in awe at the powerful force of Mother 
Nature.  Many of us were also awake at 3:00am, watching and waiting for 
“the big one” to possibly hit our shores.   
 
We are honored to have Mr. Edward Teixeira, Vice Director of the State 
Civil Defense, as our guest speaker for our August meeting.  Mr. Teixeira 
will speak about the effects of March 10 and 11, and the mark the tsunami 
left on our islands.   He has a fascinating and eye-opening presentation to 
increase our awareness of the devastation a tsunami can cause and why.  
Even after the warning of a tsunami is lifted, we have to be cautious. 
 
Please invite your executive and guests to hear this important 
presentation.  I am sure we will experience another tsunami watch or 
warning in our lifetime, and it will be prudent to be ready and prepared. 
 
Warmest Aloha,   
 

Shelley T. Okubo 
President 
EWI of Honolulu 2010-2011 
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EWI® Mission and Vision 
 

Mission 
Executive Women International is an organization which brings together key 
individuals from diverse businesses for the purpose of promoting member firms, 
enhancing personal and professional development, and encouraging community 
involvement. 
 

Vision 
To Be the Leading Connection for Business Professionals. 
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Honolulu Chapter Board Meeting Highlights 
 

Wednesday, June 29, 2011 
Insurance Solutions LLC, Suite 1711 Conference Room 

 
Approval of Minutes: 
The minutes of the May 25, 2011 Board of Directors meeting were approved as published. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: 
A motion was made and seconded to accept the June 2011 disbursements. 
 
Committee Reports: 

 
Communications and Marketing 

 Articles for the August newsletter are due by Wednesday, July 13, 2011. 
 The August newsletter will be released on Friday, July 29, 2011. 

 
Membership 

 44 Member Firms (as of June 23, 2011) 
 47 Representatives 
 1 Sustaining Members 
 1 Life Chapter Member 
 Corporate Membership incentives:  

 Every New Member Firm that joins an EWI Chapter between July 1 and December 31, 2011, 
will have the $50 corporate administrative fee waived 

 Every Member Firm that adds an additional representative (maximum of three) between July 
1 and December 31, 2011, will receive an entry into a drawing for a free 2012 EWI 
membership. (Chapter and Corporate dues for all Representatives who joined during this 
time period.) 

 Every Representative who successfully recruits a new member firm will receive an entry into 
a drawing for $1,000. 

 The Chapter that recruits the most new member firms between July 1 and December 31, 2011, 
will receive a customized EWI Chapter banner stand. 

 
Philanthropy  

 The Aloha United Way Packing project is scheduled for Friday, July 8, 2011 from 4:00 p.m. to 8:00 
p.m. 

 School supplies will be collected for King William C. Lunalilo Elementary School (McCully) and 
Kahalu‘u Elementary School (Kaneohe) at the ASIST awards dinner. 

 
Program 

 The guest speaker at the August meeting will be Edward Teixeira of Oahu Civil Defense, who will 
speak on the recent tsunami in Japan and hurricane season.   

 
Sergeant-at-Arms 

 There were 25 representatives, 2 guests and 2 no-shows at the June 8, 2011 meeting held at The 
Plaza Club. 

 56% member representative attendance compared to 36% in June 2010. 
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Ways & Means Ways & Means 

 24 golfers have officially signed up.  24 golfers have officially signed up. 
 The 16th place team will receive a special prize.  The 16th place team will receive a special prize. 
 Remington College will provide massages at the tournament as in the past.  Remington College will provide massages at the tournament as in the past. 
 Angelica Lao, 2011 first place EWISP winner, will speak at the banquet.  Angelica Lao, 2011 first place EWISP winner, will speak at the banquet. 
 15 volunteers have been confirmed; 5 more are needed.  15 volunteers have been confirmed; 5 more are needed. 

  
Unfinished Business: Unfinished Business: 

 Leadership Development   Leadership Development  
 The Na Wahine Alaka‘i scholarship award committee, composed of Tracy Wong, Brenda 

Kanno, and Cathy Iwai, received two nominations.  The committee will report on the results 
to the board shortly. 

 The Na Wahine Alaka‘i scholarship award committee, composed of Tracy Wong, Brenda 
Kanno, and Cathy Iwai, received two nominations.  The committee will report on the results 
to the board shortly. 

 Ad Hoc “Wine Tasting Event”  Ad Hoc “Wine Tasting Event” 
 The final check for the wine tasting was received from Hawaii Literacy.  The final check for the wine tasting was received from Hawaii Literacy. 

  
New Business: New Business: 

 EWI Tablecloth – The chapter received an EWI tablecloth.  Sergeant-at-Arms will be the keeper of 
the tablecloth. 

 EWI Tablecloth – The chapter received an EWI tablecloth.  Sergeant-at-Arms will be the keeper of 
the tablecloth. 

 Regional Forum – Maegan Brandt represented the Honolulu Chapter at the Southwest and Pacific 
Regional Forum in San Diego on June 17 and 18, 2011.  Maegan shared the various membership and 
recruitment activities that other chapters have implemented and her overall experience of the 
meeting.   

 Regional Forum – Maegan Brandt represented the Honolulu Chapter at the Southwest and Pacific 
Regional Forum in San Diego on June 17 and 18, 2011.  Maegan shared the various membership and 
recruitment activities that other chapters have implemented and her overall experience of the 
meeting.   

  
Announcements: Announcements: 

 The next membership meeting will be the held on Wednesday, July 13, 2011 at 6:00 p.m. at Kapiolani 
Community College Ka Ikena Dining Room.  This is the ASIST awards dinner. 

 The next membership meeting will be the held on Wednesday, July 13, 2011 at 6:00 p.m. at Kapiolani 
Community College Ka Ikena Dining Room.  This is the ASIST awards dinner. 

 The next board meeting will be held on Wednesday, July 27, 2011 at 5:30 p.m. at the Insurance 
Solutions LLC Conference Room. 

 The next board meeting will be held on Wednesday, July 27, 2011 at 5:30 p.m. at the Insurance 
Solutions LLC Conference Room. 

  
Adjournment:  6:20 p.m. Adjournment:  6:20 p.m. 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

Happy Birthday! 
 
Adele Tasaka  Aug 18 
Eleanor Urakawa Aug 22 
Debbie Hirasaki  Aug 24 
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Heroes Honored with $9,000 in ASIST Scholarships 

 
 
Seven outstanding women were honored at the annual Adult Students in Scholarship Transition (ASIST) 
Scholarship Dinner on July 13, 2011 at the Ka Ikena Lauae dining room at Kapiolani Community College. The 
theme of the event was “Hero.”  
 
The first-place winner of the $2,000 scholarship was Yolanda Domingo, who is working on her Bachelor’s 
degree.  Her goal is to become a medical social worker to help transplant patients and their families. Yolanda 
herself has received a heart transplant and has also survived breast cancer.      
 
Other winners honored were:  
 
$1,500 Scholarships 

 Leanna Andrade, who has been training as a midwife and is working to be a registered nurse.  She 
would then like to pursue a Master’s nursing degree for midwifery.  

 Daphne Henion, who left her job as a carpenter, is currently studying accounting at Kapiolani 
Community College to provide a more secure future for her family.  

 
$1,000 Scholarships 

 Jenny Chanhpheng, who arrived in the U.S. as a refugee from Laos, is pursuing a Bachelor of Science 
degree in accounting. 

 Florence Eli-Adams, who wants to study social work and would like to establish an alternative school 
to help at-risk students.  

 Priscilla Maynard, who works full time, attends Leeward Community College, and would like to earn 
a Master’s degree in social work. 

 Charlotte Naone, who will graduate from the University of Hawaii at Manoa in May 2012 with a 
Master’s degree in social work and conflict resolution. 

 
Judges were Paula Akana, KITV4 anchorwoman, Lynette Eastman, Area and General Manager of Aqua 
Hotels & Resorts, and Frank Haas, Dean of Hospitality and Legal Education at Kapiolani Community 
College. 
 
Keynote speaker was Dawn O’Brien of 95.5 FM The Fish.  ASIST committee:  Co-chairs Lois Asato and April 
Tengan, and committee members Zenaida Caraang, Julie Krucky, Shelley Okubo, Adele Tasaka, and Lisa 
Yamada.  
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Top row, left to right: Lisa Yamada, Island Insurance Company, Ltd., Daphne Henion, Florence Eli-Adams, Charlotte Naone, 
Leanna Andrade, Adele Tasaka, Hawaii Visitors & Convention Bureau, April Tengan, Hawaii Medical Service Association, Lois 

Asato, Hawaii Convention Center 
Bottom row, left to right: Shelley Okubo, Aqua Hotels & Resorts, Priscilla Maynard, Jenny Chanhpheng, Yolanda Domingo 

 
 
 

         
Beautiful flower centerpieces with vases donated    Rosanna Costales, Leianne Pedro, Pacific  
By Hawaii Visitors & Convention Bureau   Business News, Lauralei Tanaka, HTH  

Corporation, Pattie Furtado, Outrigger  
Enterprises Group, Leigh Bulseco 
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Frank Haas, Dean of Hospitality & Legal Education, Scholarship recipients were each given music 
Kapiolani Community College, Sue Haas, Dawn  boxes purchased from A Little Bit of Everything 
O’Brien, 95.5 The Fish, Morning Show Host, Lois Gift Shop 
Asato, Hawaii Convention Center, April Tengan,  
Hawaii Medical Service Association 

 
Photos taken by Naomi Amuro, Aloha United Way 

 
 

 
Mahalo from a Scholarship Recipient  
 
Shortly after the dinner, the ASIST committee received this note from recipient Daphne Henion: 
 
Aloha EWI, 
 
I just wanted to tell you how much I enjoyed the scholarship dinner. I am so grateful to the EWI organization 
for the generous award.  It was a very emotional night for everyone, yet all the tears shed were tears of joy.  
 
I am so overwhelmed at this opportunity you have given me to further my educational journey, and will 
remember it always.  Looking back from where I came from and what I have endured in my life to being 
among the most-respected established women is an honor in itself and definitely a milestone in my life that I 
will never forget.   
 
Your kindness and generosity has INSPIRED ME to do the same.  Thank you so much. Words cannot express 
the amount of gratitude and appreciation I have for you all.  It was so great to meet all of you, and I hope to 
meet you with further accomplishments in the future. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Daphne Henion 
2011 EWI Scholarship Recipient 
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The Na Wahine Alaka‘i Leadership Award The Na Wahine Alaka‘i Leadership Award 
Submitted by Shelley Okubo Submitted by Shelley Okubo 

  
It is my pleasure to announce that the Na Wahine Alaka‘i Leadership Award committee, consisting of Tracy 
Wong, Brenda Kanno, and Cathy Iwai, have selected, Cora Kim as the 2011 recipient.  Cora has graciously 
accepted and will be the fourth person from EWI of Honolulu to attend this year’s Leadership Conference 
and Annual Meeting (LCAM) in Minneapolis, Minnesota.  Cora has been awarded $1,700 to be used for 

registration, airfare, and hotel. 

It is my pleasure to announce that the Na Wahine Alaka‘i Leadership Award committee, consisting of Tracy 
Wong, Brenda Kanno, and Cathy Iwai, have selected, Cora Kim as the 2011 recipient.  Cora has graciously 
accepted and will be the fourth person from EWI of Honolulu to attend this year’s Leadership Conference 
and Annual Meeting (LCAM) in Minneapolis, Minnesota.  Cora has been awarded $1,700 to be used for 

registration, airfare, and hotel. 
  
  

 
 

Congratulations Cora!!! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Important Dates 

 
August 10:  Membership meeting 5:30pm at Altitude@37 Hilton Waikiki Beach 

August 26:  Birthday Party 6:00-7:30pm at Next Step Homeless Shelter 

August 31:  Board of Directors meeting 5:30pm at Insurance Solutions LLC 

Sept 9:  EWI Golf Tournament at Hawaii Prince Golf Club 
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~ Live EWI ~ Share EWI ~ Sell EWI ~ 
By Maegan Brandt 

Insurance Solutions LLC 
 

 
 

The First Southwest and Pacific Board Forum 
June 17-18, 2011 

San Diego, California 
 

I am truly grateful that my executive gave me this opportunity to attend this conference in San Diego.  I have 
learned so much and there were many great ideas shared amongst all chapters.  The Chapters that participated 
were: Albuquerque, NM, Long Beach, CA, Los Angeles, CA, Phoenix, AZ, Pomona Valley, CA, San Diego, CA, San 
Fernando Valley, CA, Tucson, AZ, and Honolulu, HI. 
 
Here are some things I learned about membership:  

 EWI of Phoenix has created a New Member Orientation Manual, which includes EWI bylaws and a 
DVD/CD that they give to new members. 

 An EWI orientation dinner/membership meeting will help to refresh memories of other reps. 
 New member orientation should be done within a month after enrollment and should be done by the 

Membership Director with presentations from the committee. 
 Mentoring is crucial; a mentor should be assigned to a new member upon joining.  The mentor should be 

from the membership committee.  It helps engage the member from the beginning.  They do not feel lost, 
and a sense of belonging is formed.  

 Introduce the new member via email prior to our dinner meeting, so our member reps can acknowledge 
them and introduce themselves at the meeting. 

 Membership Awards given to outstanding member, exec of year, etc.  
 

Recruitment:  
 How do we sell EWI?  What is our membership saying?  Is it true?  
 “A little of everything:  connections (not networking), relationship building, community service, and 

professional development.” 
 We should not sell the networking.  We are not really a “networking” group. 
 Generate a public “wish list” that has potential companies to share with our membership. Someone may 

have a connection.   
 Have at least seven to eight potential members attend dinner meetings.  

 
Publications and Ads: 

 We need to get EWI out there.  We need to work on our chapter’s branding.  
 Create a Facebook page. 
 Community newsletters.  
 Firms to put EWI on their company’s website. 
 EWI of Honolulu merchandise. 

 
Executive Advisory Board: (EWI of Washington)  

 2-3 year term 
 Use them for Professional Development 
 Use them as judges  
 EXEC luncheon or EXEC night 
 Update Execs on EWI activities via newsletter or email 
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Programs: Programs: 

 Early bird incentive (members who arrive to dinner 
meetings early get a prize) 

 Early bird incentive (members who arrive to dinner 
meetings early get a prize) 

 Raffle tickets   Raffle tickets  
 Speed networking  Speed networking 
 Mini trade shows  Mini trade shows 
 Personality tests  Personality tests 
 Lawyer/Trust Officer presentations   Lawyer/Trust Officer presentations  
 Common factor of chapter dinner meetings:  Health 

presentations  
 Common factor of chapter dinner meetings:  Health 

presentations  
 Pre-pay for dinner when RSVP announcement goes out 

(PayPal)  
 Pre-pay for dinner when RSVP announcement goes out 

(PayPal)  
 Pre-pay for dinner at time of EWI renewal   Pre-pay for dinner at time of EWI renewal  
 Board to decide on how much each dinner meeting should cost prior to year beginning.  Cost could be 

factored into EWI renewal.  
 Board to decide on how much each dinner meeting should cost prior to year beginning.  Cost could be 

factored into EWI renewal.  
 On average program dinners range from $40-65 (LA, SD, & CA)   On average program dinners range from $40-65 (LA, SD, & CA)  
 If there is extra money left from a program, money to be put back into the BCDP account (dinner refunds)   If there is extra money left from a program, money to be put back into the BCDP account (dinner refunds)  

  
Misc: Misc: 

 Need to advise the membership of our EWI of Honolulu website as well as the EWI corporate website.  Need to advise the membership of our EWI of Honolulu website as well as the EWI corporate website. 
 Show the “value” of EWI to our membership by utilizing the webinars for personal or professional 

development. 
 Show the “value” of EWI to our membership by utilizing the webinars for personal or professional 

development. 
 EWI corporate has a lot of resources on their website:  business card templates, etc.   EWI corporate has a lot of resources on their website:  business card templates, etc.  
 Look into partnering up with Hawaii’s Chamber of Commerce.  It is a great resource to get EWI out there, 

as well as potential new members. 
 Look into partnering up with Hawaii’s Chamber of Commerce.  It is a great resource to get EWI out there, 

as well as potential new members. 
 Conduct a membership survey prior to the beginning of the year  to see what the whole organization 

wants, not just the board.  
 Conduct a membership survey prior to the beginning of the year  to see what the whole organization 

wants, not just the board.  
 Survey could have incentives.  Survey could have incentives. 
 Conduct survey during the last membership meeting prior to new board.   Conduct survey during the last membership meeting prior to new board.  
 Have a EWI booth at our local Women’s Expo.  Have a EWI booth at our local Women’s Expo. 

  
The Southwestern conference was truly beneficial to me, and I am excited to use what I have learned to make EWI 
of Honolulu great.  My experience can also be used as a tool for attracting prospecting members.  I gained personal 
and professional development from this conference which is one of our mission statements.  

The Southwestern conference was truly beneficial to me, and I am excited to use what I have learned to make EWI 
of Honolulu great.  My experience can also be used as a tool for attracting prospecting members.  I gained personal 
and professional development from this conference which is one of our mission statements.  
  
I will recommend this conference to our board to budget for next year, so we may send another rep to attend the 
second annual conference. 
I will recommend this conference to our board to budget for next year, so we may send another rep to attend the 
second annual conference. 
  
  
Thank you, Thank you, 
  

 
Maegan Brandt 
EWI of Honolulu 
Program Director 





 

14 

August 2011 | Vol. 3, No. 8 ewihonolulu.org 

  
  
  

  
  
  
  

Natsu Matsuri & Bon Dance at Pacific 
Beach Hotel 
July 29, 2011 – August 28, 2011 
 
A portion of the proceeds are being donated to support Japan’s recovery from the 
earthquake and tsunami. 
 
If you are interested in purchasing tickets, you can pay in advance and tickets will 
be mailed to you.  Please contact Lauralei Tanaka, HTH Corporation, at 
lauraleit@hthcorp.com or call 469-4105.  $30 for a book of 22 tickets.   
 
Tickets can also be purchased at the event.   $30 for a book of 20 tickets. 
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The 16th Annual Scholarship Golf Tournament is just around the corner and the Ways and Means 
Committee needs your support.   
 
If you can find donors or would like to donate the following, it would be greatly appreciated. 
 
Water, Bag cookies (small) 
Soda, Candy bars (Snickers, M&M, Almond Joy, Milky Way) 
Juice, Power Drinks 
Restaurant gift certificates or Gift Cards (Wal‐Mart, Longs, Safeway, Macy's, Nordstrom, Target or 
any other store) 
Chips (Variety Pak)      
Or any other prizes  
 
We are expecting 144 golfers and approximately 25 volunteers.   
Please contact Dee Fujii (soriano@cqonline.com), bus: (808) 841‐9696 or Cathy Iwai 
(ciwai@icfsnf.com) bus: (808) 687‐3222.  Mahalo! 


	Sergeant-at-Arms

