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Membership Meeting Report 
 

                               The Plaza Club, beautifully decorated for the holidays, greeted the members of the Honolulu Chapter  
                               of EWI as we gathered for our December membership meeting.                               
 

                               Sheri Tamayose (First Hawaiian Bank) did a wonderful job of coordinating  
                               the “make and take” ornaments project.  All the pieces were cut, organized,  
                               and bagged for everyone’s convenience.  Many thanks to Sheri for taking  
                               the time to put together this fun activity. 
 

                               The Membership Committee arranged a Gingerbread House making  
contest.  What fun it was to see how different the four groups decorated their yummy houses.   
We all had the exact same kit, but each house was as unique as the team that created it.  Ultimately, the “builders” of 
“Hale Keiki Kawaii” savored the sweet smell of victory!  Each completed gingerbread house was donated to Kulana 
Malama, a facility providing skilled nursing care for medically fragile children and a part of the Ito Group of healthcare 
companies including member firm Pearl City Nursing Home. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Winning Team: Roxanne Mattos (Aon Risk Services Inc. of Hawaii), Kay Sasaki (Insurance Advantage, LLC), Val Tanaka 
(Outrigger Enterprises), Nadine Uratsuka (Accuity), Adele Tasaka (HVCB), Brenda Kanno (The Research Corporation of 
UH), Diana Fujii (CQ Communications) 
 

The Philanthropy Committee received many wonderful donations of toiletry items to be donated to the Next Step Shelter 
in Kakaako.  Mahalo to all of you who gave so generously. 
 

We were honored to have June Tong, author of the cookbook Popo’s Kitchen at our meeting. All proceeds from her 
cookbook sales will go toward the autism treatment costs not covered by medical insurance for Lauralei Tanaka’s (HTH 
Corp.) son Morgan. Ms. Tong autographed copies of the cookbook for our members and guests.  How heartwarming to 
see such generosity of spirit in these trying times. 
 

Unfortunately, we did not achieve quorum at this meeting so action items could not be voted on.  President Val Tanaka 
and KaNoi Lam briefed members on the budget.  Membership dues have been increased to more fully recoup the cost 
of the Chapter Pulse.  The budget will again be discussed at our next membership meeting on January 14. 

Important Dates 
 
 
January 7, 2009 Board of Directors Meeting at HMSA office 
January 14, 2009 Membership Meeting at the Honolulu Country Club 
January 28, 2009 Board of Directors Meeting at HMSA office 

Happy January Birthdays! 
 

      6   Joni Marcello 
      9   Adele Tsukamoto 
     23   Sherilyn Tamayose 
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REMINDER-    
 

Please turn in your completed and signed MEDIA RELEASE FORM to 
Tessa Ahsing, Secretary.   Forms were included with 2009 Dues 
invoices.     
 

(Corporate has requested that ALL representatives sign and turn in 
this form.)  
 

Thank you!    
Any questions, please call or email Tessa Ahsing, Shanghai Tang, 
Tessa@ShanghaiSML.com or 942-9800 
 

REMINDER- 2009 DUES are due! 
Deadline: January 15, 2009 
 

Any questions, please call or email: 
Tessa Ahsing, Secretary, Shanghai Tang, Tessa@ShanghaiSML.com or  
942-9800 
Hollie Amano, Treasurer, Central Pacific Bank, 
hollie.amano@centralpacificbank.com 
 or 544-0732 
Shelley Okubo, Membership Director, The Ilikai Hotel, 
shelley.okubo@ilikaihotel.com  or 944.6354 
Val Tanaka, President, Outrigger Enterprises Group, 
valerie.tanaka@outrigger.com or 921-6501 
 

Sirius-ly Speaking 
TIP OF THE MONTH 

 
                            It’s January 2009 and the start of a brand New Year!  As you make resolutions for yourself and your behavior in  
                            the New Year make one that includes your dog.  How about teaching your dog better manners when he would  
like something from you.  Have your dog earn things from you by sitting before you give him things.  Many dogs sit for a treat 
but not much else.  Teach your dog to sit for all that it wants and you will have a really happy New Year. 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

EWI Golf Tournament 2009 
 

The theme of the 2009 EWI Golf Tournament & Fundraiser is 
“Go For The Green.” 
 

The focus of the Ways and Means committee is to raise funds 
for ASSIST and EWISP scholarships; but this year, we’re 
adding another component to our fundraiser and that is to “Go 
Green!” We'll do this by minimizing paper communication and  
               sponsors, donors, and golfers will receive  
               notices and reminders electronically.  

 
SAVE THE DATE: 

 

AUGUST 28, 2009 
“Go For The Green”  

Annual EWI Golf Tournament 
Hawaii Prince Golf Club 

 

VP/President-elect 
 Joyce Nishimura 

First Insurance Company  
of Hawai‘i, Ltd. 

527-7602 
joyce.nishimura@ficoh.com 

 
Treasurer 

 Hollie Amano 
Central Pacific Bank 

544-0732 
hollie.amano@ 

centralpacificbank.com  
 

Membership Director 
 Shelley Okubo  
The Ilikai Hotel 

944-6354 
shelley.okubo@ 
ilikaihotel.com 

 
Communications & 
Marketing Director 

 Naomi Amuro 
Aloha United Way 

543-2209 
naomi@auw.org 

 
EWISP Director-at-Large  

 Nadine Uratsuka 
 Accuity LLP 
531-3483 

nadine.uratsuka@ 
accuityllp.com 

 
 
 
 

Appointed Positions 
Bylaws/Parliamentarian 

 Brenda Kanno 
Research Corporation of the 

University of Hawaii 
988-8311 

bkanno@rcuh.com 
 

Philanthropy 
 Pattie Furtado 

The Airport Properties 
Best Western The Plaza Hotel 

and OHANA Honolulu  
Airport Hotel 

837-1502     
pattie.furtado@outrigger.com 

President 
 Valerie Tanaka 

Outrigger Enterprises 
Group 

921-6501 
valerie.tanaka@ 
outrigger.com 

 
Secretary 

 Tessa Ahsing 
Shanghai Tang  

942-9800 
tessa@shanghaisml.com  

 
Sergeant-at-Arms 

 April Tengan 
Hawai‘i Medical Service 

Association 
948-5910 

april_tengan@hmsa.com  
 

Program Director 
 Susan Miyabara 
Punahou School 

945-1361 
smiyabara@punahou.edu 

 
Ways & Means Director 

 Bonnie Horibata 
Better Business Bureau 

536-6956 x308 
bhoribata@hawaii.bbb.org  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Advisor 
 Lois Asato 

Hawaii Convention Center 
943-3553 

lasato@hccsmg.com 
 

ASIST Chair 
 Joyce Nishimura 

First Insurance Company  
of Hawai‘i, Ltd. 

527-7602 
joyce.nishimura@ 

ficoh.com  
 
 

2008 - 2009 
Officers & Directors 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE 
 http://www.ewihonolulu.org 
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